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Origins of Donald Trump's Grand Strategy
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the origins of Donald Trump’s grand strategy by analyzing how Trump
has destroyed the current global international system which based on the liberal free trade
agreements established since the middle of the 20th century. The second chapter of this paper
seeks how historical religious background impacted on the Trump’s grand strategy in which Trump
and his team have emphasized national interests in the policies of America First and Make
American Great Again(MAGA). American civil religion, Calvinism, has deeply been rooted in
American mind so that in the field of diplomacy Americans think that America has natural rights
of exceptionalism among nations because according to the doctrine of predestination of Calvinistic
theory Americans were chosen by God in the New World. Another important historical legacies
on Trump’s destructive worldview were Natural Differentiation of Republicanism and the principle
of laissez-faire. The theories noted that it is natural order for human beings to be born unequally.
In the international world it should be accepted that powerful nations have more power to control
international order in which Trump grand strategy relied on. Due to those historic origins of
Trump’s grand strategy, it seems not to be flexible according to situations in inside and outside
of America. International laws and organs would be ignored by Trump. Korean-American relations
should be prepared by close coordination with four powerful nations such as U.S., China, Russia,

Japan.
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