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ABSTRACT 

In-band full-duplex RF front-end  

for next-generation Wireless Communication 

 

Junhyung Jeong 

Division of Electronics and Information Engineering 

Jeonbuk National University 

 

This dissertation presents novel in-band full-duplex (IBFD) RF front-end 

structures for the broadband 60 dB isolation characteristics between 

transmitter and receiver with the mathematical analysis of the self-interference 

cancellation (SIC) technique. 

IBFD wireless communication system is a technology that can increase the 

data transmission efficiency of the wireless communication system compared 

to the conventional TDD (time-division duplex) and FDD (frequency-division 

duplex) system. However, since the transmission and reception are performed 

in the same frequency band and time, self-interference cancellation techniques 

are required to separate them. The classified requirements of the SIC 

technique are presented according to the transceiver, harmonics and noise.  

Mathematical analysis shows the characteristics of the SIC technique 

according to the signal conditions. SIC technique is the cancellation of two 

signals each other. Therefore, the SIC analysis according to the magnitude, 



2 

 

phase difference, group delay offset, and frequency of the two signals are 

presented. In this analysis, the magnitude, phase difference, and group delay 

error range of two signals are obtained for 60 dB wideband transmitter (Tx) / 

receiver (Rx) isolation. 

Based on the mathematical analysis, a broadband IBFD RF front-end using 

a circulator is proposed. Circulators of magnetic devices have the 

disadvantage of degrading the performances at high frequencies, but it can 

easily achieve 60 dB Tx / Rx isolation characteristics using the SIC technique. 

Therefore, it proposed a new structure used two circulators to improve the 60 

dB isolation bandwidth. Simulation and measurement results using the 

proposed structure and antenna with high reflection characteristics are 

presented. 

In addition, the magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end is also proposed. This 

architecture used a balanced power splitter with a 180 ° phase difference, and 

the physically balanced structure to realize the broadband isolation 

characteristics of the IBFD RF front-end. Radiation patterns according to the 

arrangement of the four dipole antennas and Tx / Rx isolation characteristics 

of the IBFD RF front-end according to the distance among the antennas are 

presented.  

 

Keywords : Balanced structure, balancing power splitter, circulator, in-band 

full-duplex, magnetic-free, self-interference cancellation 
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CHAPTER 1 

DISSERTATION OVERVIEW  

 

1.1 Introduction 

As high-quality multimedia services develop today, wireless networks are 

also rapidly evolving to provide these services. Early wireless networks simply 

required data transmission for voice wireless calls and text, but today 

applications such as 4K video streaming and real-time high-quality video calls 

are also provided by wireless communication system. Therefore, the wireless 

communication system requires high capacity, high-speed data transmission to 

cover high-quality multimedia service demand. However, in order to increase 

the number of users and more stably service multimedia applications, a 

communication technology having a higher data transmission rate than a 

conventional wireless communication network is required. The multiple input 

multiple output (MIMO) technology is one technology that can increase the 

data rate used in 4G (4th generation) and current 5G (5th generation) 

communication systems. Especially in 5G, massive MIMO technology is one of 

the main technologies to enhance the data rate through beam forming 

technology. 
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Another simple way to increase the data rate is increasing the service 

frequency bandwidth. However, over time, service providers and applications 

are increased, and each application is assigned a frequency band. Therefore, 

there is a need for a technology for increasing data rate within a limited 

bandwidth because it is not possible to allocate much wider bandwidth for one 

application. Conventional time-division duplex (TDD) and frequency-division 

duplex (FDD) schemes transmit and receive separately in time and frequency 

bands. However, In-band full-duplex technology removes the division of 

transmission and reception in this time and frequency band and simultaneously 

transmit and receive. Compared with the conventional FDD, the in-band full-

duplex (IBFD) has a double frequency spectrum efficiency, because it 

simultaneously transmits and receives signals on the same frequency. However, 

as transmitter and receiver use the same frequency, some portion of strong 

transmitting signals is leaked to the receiver and serves as a self-interference. 

Although only a very small portion of transmitting signals is leaked into the 

receiver, these signals can seriously interfere on receiving signals due to the 

relatively strong transmitting signal power. Therefore, the full-duplex 

transceiver should eliminate this self-interference throughout the RF, baseband 
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and digital stages. In this paper, it analyzes and proposes a circuit for removing 

a self-interference at RF front-end. 

 

1.2 Literature Review  

After the practical results of the in-band full-duplex (IBFD) system[1]-[2] were  

reported, various approaches to realize IBFD systems have been explored for 

wireless communication systems. Various techniques have been studied and 

presented to eliminate self-interference in RF, analog and digital stages[3]-[57]. 

Some of work tried to realize a higher data rate by combining MIMO and IBFD 

technology[45]- [48]. However, these studies are not suitable for practical wireless 

IBFD systems because of narrowband operating frequency and self-

interference cancellation. 

The required isolation between the transmitter (Tx) and receiver (Rx) for the 

proper operation of the IBFD system has been studied and reported in [1]. The 

isolation characteristic depends on the Tx output power and Tx noise floor, but 

a minimum of 110 dB isolation is generally required in the overall IBFD 

system. Particularly in the RF stage, isolation of 60 dB or more should be 

achieved to protect Rx circuits and ensure the normal operations of the low 

noise amplifier (LNA), mixer and analog-digital converter.  
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The self-interference cancellation (SIC) technique is mainly used in order to 

obtain at least 60 dB isolation between Tx and Rx in the RF stage. The SIC 

techniques can be classified into an antenna SIC and the RF front-end SIC. 

When SIC is applied to an antenna, high isolation characteristics can be easily 

obtained by using the proper physical structures of the antenna[51]-[52]. In 

general, the Tx input feeding stage of the antenna is controlled, and the 

electromagnetic properties of the antenna are designed to cancel out Tx leakage 

at Rx. Another method is to arrange each Tx and Rx antennas to achieve high 

isolation characteristics according to the spatial electromagnetic characteristics. 

However, the antenna SIC needs to use a specific antenna structure and it is not 

suitable for an array antennas system. Moreover, more than 60 dB isolation can 

be obtained over the narrow frequency band.  

Also, RF front-end SIC has narrowband 60 dB isolation characteristics, but it 

can use various kinds of antennas on the RF front-end SIC technique. 

Additionally, it is less susceptible to environmental influences. In the case of a 

SIC circuit using magnetic devices such as a circulator, it is easy to realize the 

Tx and Rx isolation with a single antenna structure[51]. However, by using a 

magnetic circulator alone, 60 dB isolation characteristics cannot be obtained, 

and other supplementary signal cancellation techniques must be additionally 
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used. Moreover, as the operating frequency increases, the Tx and Rx isolation 

characteristic is degraded due to the characteristic of magnetic devices and 

becomes difficult to integrate with other circuits. Without magnetic devices, 

realizing 60 dB isolation over a wide bandwidth is difficult. [53]-[55] show the 

RF front-end SIC circuits without magnetic devices. These structures replaced 

the magnetic device with the 3 dB hybrid coupler, balun and transformer. 

However, these structures degrade half of Tx output power because half of the 

Tx output power split by the hybrid coupler, balun and transformer is used for 

the Tx leakage signal cancellation in the Rx. In [57], a physical balanced 

structure was used to enhance the isolation bandwidth. However, the 60 dB 

isolation characteristic bandwidth was only 60 MHz, and it had the 

aforementioned drawbacks due to the use of a magnetic circulator.  

TABLEI 

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF SIC TECHNIQUES 

 

 Advantages Disadvantages 

Antenna SIC - Simple structure 

- Antenna usage limitation  

- Narrow band isolation BW 

- Sensitive 

RF front-end SIC 
- Free Antenna Usage  

- Less sensitive 

- Complicate structure 

- Narrow band isolation BW 

- Insertion loss 
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1.3 Dissertation Overview 

The main purposes of this dissertation are the mathematical analysis of the 

signal condition for obtaining 60 dB isolation and the implementation of new 

IBFD RF front-end with broadband 60 dB isolation. The SIC technique is used 

to implement broadband IBFD RF front-end structure. Therefore, analysis of 

the cancellation characteristics according to the relationship between the 

leakage signal and cancellation signal is presented. Moreover, new structures to 

obtain the broadband 60 dB SIC characteristics are proposed.  

The dissertation is organized as follows.  

Chapter 2 describes the operation principle of the IBFD system and 

requirements. This chapter explained about IBFD system and compared the 

transmission and reception method among conventional TDD and FDD 

systems. Also, specific requirements for the IBDC system are presented. 

Chapter 3 describes the mathematical analysis for SIC technique. It defined 

the signal that changes with frequency and analyzed the phenomenon that two 

signals cancellation each other according to the various condition. The 

cancellation characteristics and bandwidths are analyzed according to the 

magnitude, phase, and group delay variations. Accordingly, the conditions for 

implementing the broadband IBFD RF font-end are presented. 
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Chapter 4 presents a novel broadband IBFD RF front-end with the circulator. 

The circulator has the disadvantages of the magnetic devices described 

previously. Nevertheless, circulators can be achieved 60 dB Tx / Rx isolation 

with a relatively simple structure using SIC technology. Therefore, new 

structures using circulators are proposed in order to improve the 60 dB 

isolation bandwidth, and experimental results are presented. 

Chapter 5 propose a magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end using out-of-phase 

balancing power splitter. To eliminate the drawbacks of the magnetic devices, a 

novel magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end presented. The proposed scheme 

enhanced the 60 dB isolation bandwidth using an out-of-phase balancing power 

splitter and the physical balance structure. The advantages of the proposed 

structure and the measurement results are presented. 

Finally, in chapter 6, the conclusion is presented. The significance and 

contributions of the dissertation are summarized here. 
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CHAPTER 2 

IN-BAND FULL-DUPLEX SYSTEM 

 

This chapter presents the transmission and reception concept of the IBFD 

system and its advantages compared to the conventional FDD and TDD 

systems. In addition, the requirements and issues for practical IBFD system 

operation are presented. 

2.1 Concept of In-band Full-duplex  

Nowadays bidirectional wireless communication systems are realized with 

various techniques. Representative bidirectional communication techniques are 

TDD and FDD. As shown in Fig. 2.1, in TDD transmission and reception are 

repeated according to the allocated time in the same frequency band. In case of 

FDD, transmission and reception are performed at the same time, but different 

frequency bands are allocated. Thus, transmission and reception are required to 

be isolated either in time or in frequency bands. Therefore, the TDD method 

reduces the data rate because transmission and reception are performed by 

dividing the time. In case of FDD, the data rate is also reduced because the 
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transmission and reception are performed by dividing the allocated frequency 

bandwidth in half. 

IBFD is a technique to eliminate this problem and to realize the full 

bidirectional communication system. As shown in Fig. 2.1 (c), IBFD performs 

transmission and reception at the same time and all assigned frequency bands. 

This method can eliminate the problem of data rate degradation due to TDD 

time spacing and FDD bandwidth division. 

Freq.

Time

Power

Tx

Rx

Freq.

Power

Rx

Tx

Rx

TxTime

Freq.

Tx and Rx

Power

Time

Frequency division duplex Time division duplex In-and Full-duplex

(a)                         (b)                          (c)   

Fig. 2.1. Transmission and reception methods: (a) frequency division duplex, (b) time 

division duplex, and (c) in-band full-duplex. 

However, conventional TDD and FDD systems separate Tx and Rx in time 

or frequency, whereas IBFD Tx and Rx cannot be isolated because 

transmission and reception are performed at the same time and frequency. 

Accordingly, the transmitted and received signals of Tx and Rx interfered with 
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each other. In the case of Tx, interference signals can be ignored because the 

received signal power is relatively smaller than transmitter power. On the other 

hand, leaked signal from Tx are much larger than Rx received signals and this 

leaked signal effect as an interference in Rx. This interference signal saturated 

or damaged the LNA and mixer in Rx and it blocks the communications. 

Therefore, several requirements are proposed to isolate Tx / Rx for the IBFD 

communication systems. 

2.2 Requirements of In-band Full-duplex  

The one of main requirements of an IBFD system is isolation between Tx 

and Rx. [1] presented the SIC requirements for the IBFD system. SIC 

requirements can be divided into the main Tx signal SIC (SIC_Tx), harmonics 

SIC (SIC_Harms), and noise SIC (SIC_niose). The most important SIC target is the 

SICTx and it means the reduction of Tx leakage signal received at Rx. The 

amount of SIC requirement of operating band Tx signals is expressed as (1).  

SIC_Tx (dB) = PTx (dBm) – NFL (dBm)                           (1) 

where PTx and NFL are transmitted Tx power and noise floor level, respectively. 

Equation (1) shows that the amount of main signal SIC (dB) is determined by 

PTx and NFL of applications. For the non-distortion of the received information 
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at Rx, the Tx leakage signals in the Rx should be removed down to the noise 

floor by SIC. 

Fig. 2.2 shows an example of IBFD SIC requirements in WiFi system. In the 

figure, SIC_Tx is determined to be 110 dB for Ptx of 20 dBm and NFL of -90 

dBm using (1). 60 dB SIC out of 110 dB is first removed from the RF stage for 

the normal operation of the LNA and mixer of the Rx. After RF stage SIC, the 

remained 50 dB SIC is obtained in the analog and digital stages to achieve the 

110 dB SIC_Tx. 

 

Fig. 2.2. In-band full-duplex self-interference cancellation requirement in WiFi system. 
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SIC_Harms should be removed because it affects the down conversion process 

in the mixer of Rx. In case of Super-Heterodyne transceiver, the IF 

(Intermediate frequency) band leakage signals from the Tx must be removed in 

Rx. 

However, these SIC_Harms can be easily removed by a BPF (bandpass filter) 

or a BRF (band rejection filter) in front of the LNA, and the even-harmonics 

can be removed using a differential PA (power amplifier) structure and and the 

harmonic termination PA design method. 

Similarly, additional noise from Tx leaks into Rx. Therefore, this leaked 

noise increases the noise floor of Rx. The mathematical model cannot generate 

the canceling signal because the noise generated at Tx is random noise. 

Therefore, in general, SIC_niose is implemented by canceling in Rx using the 

noise of Tx in the analog stage. 

As shown in Fig. 2.3, when all the Tx leakage signals are not canceled out at 

Rx, it appears as in-band noise. Eventually, this in-band noise remained in Rx 

degrade the signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) and EVM (error vector magnitude) 

performance of Rx.  
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Receiving 

signal 

frequency

Noise floor
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with normal 
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SNR reduction 
Tx leakage

(in-band noise)

 

Fig. 2.3. SNR in Rx with Tx leakage signals. 

 

Fig. 2.4 shows the vector signals in the constellation of Rx. Pideal, Pmea. and 

Perror are magnitudes of the ideal information vector, the measured vector, and 

the error vector, respectively. The EVM is a measure of in-band distortion of 

the transceiver. A signal received through the ideal transmitter and receiver 

have all constellation points at the ideal locations. However, self-interference in 

the IBFD system cause the actual constellation points to deviate from the ideal 

locations. The EVM of a general transceiver is expressed as (2). 

 

(%) 100error
normal

ideal

P
EVM

P
 

                                     (2) 
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EVM with only NFL error can be rewritten as in (3) when all the self-

interference is removed from the IBFD system. In addition, the EVM with 

remaining self-interference which is lager than NFL is expressed as (4).  

(%) 100NFL
NFL

ideal

P
EVM

P
                                        (3) 

_
(%) 100

self inter NFL

IBFD

ideal

P P
EVM

P


   ≈

_

_
100

self inter NFL

self inter

ideal P P

P

P
         (4) 

where Pself_inter is magnitude of remained self-interference signal power in pass 

band. Therefore, the degradation of the EVM according to the amount of self-

interference can be expressed the ratio of EVMNFL and EVMIBFD as      

_

_
(%) 100

self inter

self interidealIBFD
EVM

NFLNFL NFL

ideal

P

PPEVM
DG

PEVM P

P

                      (5) 

It shows the ratio of Pself_inter to PNFL. Therefore, when the Pself_inter has a 

lower level than the NFL, the EVM maintains the normal operation value. 

Otherwise, the EVM characteristic is degraded depending on the amount of the 

remained Pself_inter. 
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In conclusion, the main requirement of the RF stage in the IBFD system is a 

reduction of the main Tx leakage signal by the SIC_Tx technique. Therefore, 

this dissertation presents mathematical analysis and structures to remove the 

main Tx leakage signal up to 60 dB in broadband. 

 

1101

00 10

Pmea.

Pideal

Perror

I

Q

 

Fig. 2.4. Vectors in constellation diagram of Rx. 
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CHAPTER 3 

MATHMATICNAL ANALYSIS FOR SIC TECHNIQUE 

This section presents a mathematical analysis of the SIC technique. At first, 

we define the signal that variates with frequency. SIC technique means that two 

signals cancel each other out. Therefore, the combined signal of two signals is 

obtained using the defined signal. Moreover, the cancellation characteristics 

and bandwidths are analyzed with the signals magnitude, phase, and group 

delay variations. Finally, the conditions for implementing the broadband IBFD 

RF font-end are presented. 

3.1 SIC Analysis with Magnitude and Phase Difference 

At first, the signal dependence on time and frequency can be expressed as 

    

            

, ( ) cos 2

cos 2 cos sin 2 sin ,

S t f Aa f ft f

Aa f ft f ft f

 

   

 

              (6) 

where A, a(f) and θ(f) are the magnitude of signal, magnitude variation function 

along frequency and phase variation function along frequency of the signal, 

respectively.  
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Fig. 3.1. Block diagram of IBFD RF front-end. 

 

Fig. 3.1 shows a block diagram of IBFD RF front-end. SIC technology 

means that two signals cancel each other out. In IBFD, leakage signal Sleak(t, f ) 

and cancellation signal Scancel(t, f ) are combined at Rx. The combined overall 

signal SRx(t, f ) in Rx can be expressed as   
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    ( 7 ) 

Also, the magnitude of SRx(t, f ) can be derived as below.  
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Now, SIC magnitude and bandwidth according to the various signal 

conditions are analyzed using (7) and (8). 

 

3.1.1 Case 1: Constant signals along with the frequency  

In this section, Sleak(t, f) and Scancel(t, f) are assumed to have constant 

magnitudes A and phases φ along all frequencies. These signals mutually have 

a 180° phase difference to cancel out each other. In addition, the small 

magnitude and phase difference between two signals are as described below. 

( ) ( ) 1leak cancela f a f                                                 (9a)  

( : magnitude difference)cancel leakA m A m                          (9b) 

( )leak f                                                            (10a) 

( ) ( :phase difference)cancel f p p                                 (10b) 

where Δm and Δp are the magnitude and phase differences between Sleak(t, f) 

and Scancel(t, f), respectively. Using the (9) and (10), equations (7) and (8) can 

be developed as shown below.  

         

        

_ 1 , cos 2 cos cos

sin 2 sin sin
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leak leak

S t f ft A A m p

ft A A m p
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(a)  

 

   

(b) 

Fig. 3.2. SIC characteristics of case 1: (a) SIC magnitude and (b) SIC contours according to 

magnitude error rate and Δp.  
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Simply, (12) shows that the SIC characteristic depends on Δm and Δp 

between the two constant signals. Fig. 3.1 shows the SIC magnitude in dB scale 

(20log MagRx_case1) using (12) with normalized Aleak (A leak  = 1). The magnitude 

(Mag.) error rate means a ratio of Δm to A (Δm/A × 100). Fig. 3.2 (a) shows that 

the SIC magnitude is increased as Δm and Δp approach zero. Fig. 3.2 (b) shows 

the SIC contours in the range from 40 dB to 80 dB. In particular, the ranges of 

Mag. error rate and Δp for achieving more than 60 dB cancellation must be 

within ± 0.1% and ± 1×10-3 (± 0.001) rad, respectively. In case of 40 dB, the 

ranges of Mag. error rate and Δp must be within ± 1% and ± 0.01 rad. 

 

3.1.2 Case 2: Two signals with magnitude and phase variations  

In case 1, the bandwidth cannot be analyzed because it has the same SIC 

characteristic for all frequencies due to the assumption of the signal does not 

change with frequency. Therefore, in case 2, we analyze a bandwidth according 

to the variation of the signal by defining a signal similar to the practical case.  

Fig. 3.3 shows the magnitude and phase of the signals used in the analysis. 

IBFD system has the most signal leakage at the center frequency (f0 = 1), and 

the amount of leakage decreases as it moves away from the f0. Therefore, 

aleak(f) and acancel(f) can be expressed as (13). Fig. 3.3 (a) shows the magnitude 
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variation according to the magnitude slop coefficient (Δα) and operating 

frequency variations of (13b). 
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                                      (13b) 

The group delay can be expressed as the phase slope of the signal in the 

frequency domain. In this section, we assume that the group delay of the two 

signals is equal. The SIC characteristics due to the group delay will be presents 

in Section 3.2. Therefore, the phase slope of the two leakage signals should be 

the same. Accordingly, the phase variations θleak(f) and θcancel(f) of the two 

leakage signals can be express as 

 0

0

( ) 1leak

f f
f

f



                              (14a) 

 0
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                                    (14b) 

These are the same and the phase difference between the two signals is 

expressed as Δp as shown in Fig. 3.3 (b). Using these conditions, (8) is 

substituted as 
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Fig. 3.3. Used (a) magnitude and (b) phase responses along with frequency in case 2. 
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Fig. 3.4 shows the SIC magnitude of case 2 according to normalized 

frequencies and Δα using (13), (14) and (15). In order to observe the tendency 

of SIC according to Δα, the other parameters (Δm and Δp) are set to zero, 

except for Aleak = 1. Fig. 3.4 (a) shows that the SIC magnitude is increased as 

Δα approaches 1 and the operating frequency approaches f0 because the slope 

constant of aleak(f) is 1. Fig. 3.4 (b) shows the SIC contours according to Δα and 

normalized frequencies. It shows that the 60 dB SIC magnitude bandwidth is 

reduced according to increment and decrement of the Δα from 1.  
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(a) 

 

(b) 

Fig. 3.4. SIC characteristics of case 2: (a) SIC magnitude and (b) SIC contours according to 

Δα and normalized frequencies 
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Fig. 3.5 shows the variation of SIC magnitude and 60 dB bandwidth 

according to Δα, normalized frequencies with Δp = 0.001 rad. In case 1, more 

than 60 dB SIC can be obtained when |Δp| is less than 0.001 rad. Therefore, Fig. 

3.5 shows that the maximum SIC is 60 dB with Δp = 0.001 rad. 

Fig. 3.6 shows the 60 dB SIC contours according to Δp variations with the 

Δm = 0 and Aleak = 1. The color-filled regions inside the traces mean more than 

60 dB SIC frequencies. The 60 dB SIC frequency bandwidths at Δα = 1.5 are 

0.93 ~ 1.07 (14%), 0.95 ~ 1.05 (10%), and 0.99 ~ 1.01 (2%) when Δp is 0, 

0.0009, and 0.001 rad, respectively. It can be observed that the 60 dB SIC 

bandwidth is decreased as Δp increases. 

 

 

Fig. 3.5. SIC characteristics of case 2: SIC magnitude with Δp = 0.001 rad. 
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Fig. 3.6. SIC characteristics of case 2: 60 dB SIC contours according to Δp. 

 

3.2 SIC Analysis with Group delay Difference 

In the previous section, the SIC magnitude and bandwidth was analyzed 

according to the magnitude/phase difference and frequency variations of two 

signals under group delay (GD) matched condition. However, general 

microwave circuits have a group delay difference depending on the physical 
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length and electrical characteristics of each path. In this section, we analyze the 

SIC characteristics and bandwidth according to the group delay difference 

purely under the matched magnitude and phase condition. For that, the 

parameters except group delay are redefined as 

( ) ( ) 1leak cancela f a f                                              (16) 

1cancel leakA A                                                         (17) 

 0

0

( )leak

f f
f

f



                                                 (18) 

 0

0

( )cancel

f f
f

f
  


                                            (19) 

where Δβ is phase slop coefficient of Scancel(t, f). The GD of a signal can be 

expressed as (20) by differentiating the phase by the angular frequency. 

Therefore, the GDs of Sleak(t, f) and Scancel(t, f) are derived as (21) and (22) by 

differentiating the (18) and (19) over frequency. Moreover, GD difference 

between of Sleak(t, f) and Scancel(t, f) is expressed as (23). 
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It means that as Δβ varies from one, the GD difference of the two signals is 

changed. To obtain the SIC magnitude and bandwidth, (11) and (12) can 

develop into (24) and (25) using the above conditions. 
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Fig. 3.7 shows the SIC magnitude according to normalized frequencies, Δβ 

and GDdiff using (25). Fig. 3.7 (a) shows that the SIC magnitude is increased as 

Δβ approaches 1 and the operating frequency approaches f0 because the phase 

slope constant of θleak(f) is -1. Fig. 3.7 (b) shows the SIC contours according to 

GDdiff and normalized frequencies. It shows that the 60 dB SIC magnitude 

bandwidth is reduced according to increment and decrement of the GDdiff from 

zero.  
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(a) 

 

(b) 

Fig. 3.7. SIC characteristics: (a) SIC magnitude and (b) SIC contours according to GDdiff and 

normalized frequencies 
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3.3 Summary and Discussion  

In this chapter, the SIC magnitude and bandwidth according to the 

magnitude, phase and GD difference of the two signals were analyzed. In order 

to obtain the 60 dB SIC, very precise adjustment of the offset signal is required. 

However, using a circulator or a transmit/receive isolation circuit, a typical 

Tx/Rx isolation of 20 dB can be obtained. Additionally, 60 dB isolation is 

achieved by subsequent isolation of 40 dB using the SIC technique. According 

to the mathematical analysis, the magnitude and phase error to obtain a 40 dB 

SIC is 10 times wider than the 60 dB SIC. Moreover, these magnitude and 

phase errors should be obtained in the overall operating frequency band to 

realize the broadband SIC characteristic. Therefore, the IBFD RF front-end 

structure for similar frequency responses of the leakage signal and the 

cancellation signal is required for the broadband SIC. 
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CHAPTER 4 

SINGLE ANTENNA  

IN-BAND FULL-DUPELX RF FRONT-END 

 

This section presents broadband IBFD RF front-end using circulators(CLs). 

Conventional IBFD RF front-end with CL can easily isolate Tx and Rx and 

achieve 60 dB isolation in narrowband with SIC technique. To enhance the SIC 

bandwidth, new structures using CLs are proposed in order to improve the 60 

dB isolation bandwidth with high return loss antenna structure, and 

experimental results are presented. 

 

4.1 IBFD RF Front-end using Circulator  

Fig. 4.1 shows the block diagrams of the conventional and proposed IBFD 

RF front-end. Both structures consist of the CL, small-signal amplifier, variable 

phase shifter, variable attenuator, variable group delay adjuster, directional 

coupler, and Tx &Rx common antenna. The proposed structure replaces the Tx 

directional coupler with a CL compared to the conventional circuit. This 
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replaced CL makes the frequency characteristics of the leakage and 

cancellation signals similar in Rx. The basic principle of operation is that some 

portion of the Tx signal is passed through the leakage path to Rx because the 

isolation of the CL is not perfect. To reduce the leakage signal, a part of the Tx 

signal is transfer to Rx with the out-of-phase and the same magnitude of 

leakage signal through the cancellation path using Tx coupler or CL 1.  

Fig. 4.2 shows the propagation characteristics of the leakage path and the 

cancellation paths of two IBFD RF front-ends. The leakage path can be seen 

that the frequency characteristics variate depending on the isolation 

characteristics of the CL 2. However, the cancellation path of the conventional 

structure shows a flat frequency response in the 200 MHz bandwidth because it 

implements a cancellation path using a 20 dB directional coupler. Therefore, 60 

dB of isolation characteristic can only be obtained in a narrow band when SIC 

technique applied with these two signals.  

The proposed circuit replaces the directional coupler with the CL 1. 

Accordingly, it shows a similar frequency characteristic between the leakage 

path and the cancellation path. As a result, it is suitable to obtain broadband 60 

dB isolation using SIC technology because the error of the two signals 

according to mathematical analysis can be obtained at broadband. 
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Fig. 4.1. IBFD RF front-end structures: (a) conventional and (b) proposed 



40 

 

 

Fig. 4.2. Frequency response of leakage path and cancelation path of IBFD RF front-end 

structures 

 

4.2 Analysis of Proposed IBFD RF Front-end using Circulator  

Fig. 4.3 shows signal flow paths of proposed IBFD RF front-end using 

circulator. The each leakage and cancellation signals of the proposed structure 

can be analyzed as follows when the transfer characteristics of the output and 

isolation terminals according to the input of the circulator are represented by Tth

∠θth and Iiso∠θiso as shown in Fig. 4.4.  
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Fig.4.4. Through and isolation characteristics of circulator. 



42 

 

If there is no reflection of the antenna, the leakage signal SRx_main leaked from 

CL2 and the cancellation signal SRx_cancel generated from CL1 can be expressed 

as (26) and (27). 

SRx_main = A ∙ Tth ∙ Iiso ∙ (1-c) ∠(θth + θiso + 0.5π)                    (26) 

SRx_cancel = A ∙ Iiso ∙ G ∙ α ∙ c ∠(θiso + θp.s.)                         (27) 

where G, α, θps, c are the gain of the small-signal amplifier, the attenuation 

constant of the variable attenuator, the phase constant of the variable phase 

shifter, and the coupling coefficient of the directional coupler, respectively. In 

addition, it is assumed that both the variable attenuator and the variable phase 

converter have no gain-phase cross-coupling characteristics, and the group 

delays of the main path and the cancellation path a re matched. 

Ideally, if there is no signal reflected from the antenna, it can be sufficiently 

represented by equations (26) and (27). However, the reflection characteristic 

of the actual antenna may be expressed as ΓAnt∠θAnt, and these signals are also 

leaked into the Rx through CL1 and CL2. These SAnt_main and SAnt_cancel can be 

expressed as Equation (28) and (29). 

SAnt_main = A ∙ Tth
3 ∙ ΓAnt ∙ (1-c) ∠(3θth + θ Ant + 0.5π)                 (28) 

SAnt_cancel = A ∙ Tth
3 ∙ ΓAnt ∙ Iiso ∙ G ∙ α ∙ c ∠(3θth +θAnt + θiso + θ p.s. )     (29) 
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The total signal Stotal in Rx can be express as 
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(30) 

For perfect isolation, the Stotal must be a zero. Therefore, the values of α and 

θps are derived from the real and imaginary part with perfect isolation condition 

as (31) and (32). Obtained α and θps can be used as initial values in simulation 

and measurement. 
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where  

   3

1 cos 0.5 cos 3 0.5th ios th iso th Ant th Antk T I T                        (33a) 

   3

2 sin 0.5 sin 3 0.5th ios th iso th Ant th Antk T I T                         (33b) 
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 3

1 cos cos 3ios iso th Ant ios th Ant isoB G I c G T I c                      (33c) 

 3

2 sin sin 3ios iso th Ant ios th Ant isoB G I c G T I c                         (33d) 

 

4.3 Experimental Results of IBFD RF Front-end using Circulator  

In order to verify the proposed IBFD RF front-end using circulator, it was 

fabricated at the WCDMA (wideband code division multiple access) downlink 

band 2.14 GHz. The used circulator and PCB are ADC214CE of Admotech and 

Rogers Duroid 5880 teflon substrate with a thickness (h) and dielectric constant 

(εr) of 31 mils and 2.2, respectively. MATLAB, HFSS (high frequency 

structure simulator) and ADS (advanced design system) were used for 

simulation. 

 Fig.4.5 shows schematics of variable attenuator and phase shifter. To obtain  

high return loss, a variable attenuator and phase shifter are designed by 

connecting a PIN diode and a varactor diode to the coupling and transfer ports 

of a 3 dB hybrid coupler. The PIN diode used in the variable attenuator was 

HSMP-4810 of Avago and the varactor diode used in the variable phase shifter 

was 1T362 of Sony. 
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Fig. 4.5. Schematics of variable (a) attenuator and (b) phase shifter 
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When the internal junction resistance Rj is 50 Ω according to the forward 

bias current of the PIN diode, reflection does not occur at the termination and it 

makes the largest attenuation characteristic. Fig.4.6 shows the attenuation 

characteristics of the designed variable attenuator at 2.14 GHz. The Rj of the 

PIN diode has higher resistance characteristics as the forward current is lower. 

Therefore, the attenuation characteristic increases as the junction resistance 

approach 50 Ω from higher resistances while the forward current changes from 

0.1 to 6.3 mA. Above 6.3 mA, the junction resistance is less than 50 Ω and it 

causes reflections at the termination again, reducing the attenuation 

characteristics. Therefore, variable attenuation characteristics of -2.5 to -28.2 

dB was obtained with the less than 0.34° of phase deviation. 

Variable phase shifters can obtain phase variations by varying the junction 

capacitance of the varactor diode with a control voltage. The variable phase 

shifter was fabricated with two varactor diodes in each branch of hybrid to 

achieve a large phase-shifting range. Fig. 4.7 show phase variation 

characteristics of variable phase shifter with control voltage at 2.14 GHz. Phase 

variation range of 119.2° was obtained with the less than 0.22 dB of insertion 

loss deviation. 
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Fig. 4.6. Attenuation and phase deviation characteristics of variable attenuator according to 

forward current at 2.14 GHz 
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Fig. 4.7. Phase variation and insertion loss deviation characteristics of variable phase shifter 

according to control voltage at 2.14 GHz 
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In practical operation, the signal reflected from the antenna is transferred 

directly to Rx as a self-interference. Also, the signals SAnt_main and SAnt_cancel 

according to antenna reflection have the largest group delay difference due to 

the physical structure. Fig. 4.8 shows the simulated isolation characteristics 

according to the antenna port return loss variation. The antenna port is 

terminated by resistance and it has a constant return loss characteristic along 

with the frequency. Therefore, return loss of the antenna port is controlled by 

resistance. Simulation results show the isolation characteristics are degraded 

according to the antenna return loss decrement. 
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Fig. 4.8. Ideal simulation results of isolation characteristics according to return loss of antenna. 
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To overcome this isolation degradation, a broadband high return loss antenna 

of [58] was designed. Fig. 4.9 shows the geometry of broadband high return 

loss antenna used for the measurement. This antenna consists of a dual-

polarized microstrip patch antenna with high isolation and the 90 phases offset 

Wilkinson power divider. Two microstrip patch antennas are fed by a 90° 

Wilkinson power divider. The reflected signals are combined at the Wilkinson 

power divider with 180° phase difference and cancel out each other when the 

two antennas are identical. Through this procedure, the antenna used in 

measurement can be obtained high reflection characteristics in the broadband. 

In case of reception, two signals are received at each antenna with 0° / 90° 

phase difference, respectively. These signals are combined of in-phase by the 

90° phase-offset Wilkinson power combiners and transfer to Rx. 

Fig. 4.10 shows simulated broadband high return loss antenna and radiation 

pattern using HFSS (high frequency structure simulator). The patch of antennas 

and reflector are arranged horizontally in the x-y plane, and the simulation 

results show that the radiation pattern has directivity in the z-axis with the 

maximum gain of 9.2 dB.  

Fig, 4.11 shows measurement results of return losses of individual patch 

antennas and broadband high return loss antenna with 90° phase-offset 
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Wilkinson power divider. The return losses of individual patch antennas 

(Antenna1 and Antenna2) shows a narrow peak characteristic at 2.14 GHz. 10 

dB return loss bandwidth of patch antenna is 100 MHz (2.12 ~ 2.2 GHz). The 

overall return loss characteristic with a 90° phase-offset Wilkinson power 

divider shows more than 25 dB (25.4 ~ 32.2 dB) in 200 MHz bandwidth. 

Therefore, used broadband high return loss antenna can be reduced the SIC 

degradation due to the GD difference. 

Fig. 4.12 shows a GD difference between SRx_main and SRx_cancel paths. The 

magnetic device CL has higher GD than conventional microwave circuits. 

Therefore, the GD matching circuit in the block diagram is replaced with RF 

coaxial cable because the group delay difference between the SRx_main and 

SRx_cancel paths is relatively small. The measured group delay difference was 

0.47 ± 0.12 ns over the 200 MHz band. 
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Fig. 4.9. Geometry of broadband high return loss antenna (unit: mm) 
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(a) 
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(c) 

 

(d) 

Fig. 4.10. (a) Structure of simulated in HFSS, (b) 3D radiation patter, (c) x-z plane 

radiation pattern (d) y-z plane radiation pattern 
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Fig. 4.11. Measured return losses of broadband high return loss antenna 
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Fig. 4.12. Group delay difference between SRx_main and SRx_cancel. 
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The measurement results of Tx and Rx path insertion loss are shows in Fig. 

4.13. The insertion loss of the Rx path is 0.55 ± 0.07 dB in the 200 MHz band 

because it passes through CL2 only. On the other hand, the insertion loss of Tx 

path is 0.83 ± 0.11 dB at the same bandwidth and it has a higher insertion loss 

than Rx path because the Tx signal passes through CL1 and CL2. 

Fig. 4.14 and Fig 4.15 shows the photograph of measured proposed IBFD 

RF front-end using circulator and measurement results of Tx / Rx isolation. It 

can be seen that the simulation and measurement results are similar. In case of 

without the antenna, the simulated and measured 60 dB isolation bandwidths 

are 135 MHz (2.08 ~ 2.215 GHz) and 93 MHz (2.09 ~ 2.183 GHz), 

respectively. However, using the designed antenna, the 60 dB bandwidth is 

reduced to 70 MHz (2.099 ~ 2.169 GHz). This is because the isolation 

characteristics are degraded by the group delay difference of each path of the 

signal reflected from the antenna. 
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Fig. 4.13. Measured Tx and Rx path insertion losses. 
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Fig. 4.14. Photograph of measured proposed IBFD RF front-end using circulator  
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Fig. 4.15. Measured Tx / Rx isolation characteristics of proposed in-band full-dupelx RF 

font-end using circulator 

4.4 Summary and Discussion ∞ 

In this chapter, IBFD RF front-end using a circulator is proposed. The 

proposed structure realized 60 dB isolation in the 70 MHz bands using a single 

antenna. However, there are two issues with this structure. One is the 

degradation of isolation characteristic due to the antenna reflection. Another 

problem is isolation characteristics degraded with operating frequency 

increases as the usage of magnetic devices and impossible to integrate with 

other circuits.  Therefore, in the next chapter, the in-band full-duplex RF 

front-end without a magnetic device is proposed.  
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CHAPTER 5 

A MAGNETIC-FREE IN-BAND FULL-DUPLEX  

RF FRONT-END USING OUT-OF-PHASE  

BALANCING POWER SPLITTER 

 

In this chapter, a magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end is presented. In order to 

overcome the drawbacks of magnetic devices such as circulator, the proposed 

novel IBFD RF front-end adopts broadband out-of-phase balancing power 

splitter (BPS) and balanced structure. The SIC characteristics according to the 

signals pairs in the proposed balance structure are analyzed. For validation, the 

experimental results of the novel magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end are 

provided.  

 

5.1 Magnetic-free Balanced In-band Full-duplex RF front-end  

Fig. 5.1 shows the proposed IBFD RF front-end consisting of 3-dB hybrid 

couplers, Wilkinson power divider/combiner, and antennas. The proposed 

IBFD RF front-end adopts a balanced structure (symmetric up and down) and 

out-of-phase balancing power splitter (BPS)[59] for broadband SIC. All Tx 
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signals are transmitted through two Tx antennas after 0°/180° conversion using 

out-of-phase BPS. On the other hands, the signals received from two Rx 

antennas are combined in-phase at the Rx by Wilkinson power combiner. 

Therefore, it does not have any 3-dB loss, which is a basic problem of the 

conventional IBFD RF front-ends using a 3-dB hybrid balun and transformer.  
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Fig. 5.1. Proposed magnetic-free in-band full-duplex RF front-end. 
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Fig. 5.2 shows a schematic of out-of-phase BPS and the reflective signal 

transmitter (RST). Out-of-phase BPS consist of a 3-dB Wilkinson power 

divider and two RSTs. The input signal is divided into two output signals with 

the same magnitude, group delay, and phase by a 3-dB Wilkinson power 

divider. These two divided signals pass through the RSTs with open and 

shorted load ZL, respectively. (34) shows the S-parameters of RST in Fig. 5.2 

(b), derived by the port reduction method[60]. The transmission coefficient (S21) 

of RST is controlled by the reflection coefficient ΓL.  
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(a)                                 (b) 

Fig. 5.2. (a) Out-of-phase balancing power splitter and (b) reflective signal transmitter. 
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(35) shows the ΓL according to termination impedance ZL. According to the 

open and short conditions, the ΓL can have the same magnitude and opposite 

sign. Therefore, the proposed out-of-phase BPS has a 180° phase difference 

between the two output signals with the same magnitude and group delay.  
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Due to the balanced structure of the proposed IBFD RF front-end, there are 

pairs of Tx leakage signals into the Rx. Fig. 5.3 shows the paths of Tx leakage 

signal pairs in the proposed structure. The first leakage pair signals are 

Sleak_H_up(t, f) and Sleak_H_down(t, f), which pass through the 3-dB hybrid couplers 

due to the non-ideal isolation characteristic of the hybrid. The second and third 

leakage pair signals are Sleak_T1R1(t, f), Sleak_T2R2(t, f) and Sleak_T1R2(t, f), Sleak_T2R1(t, 

f), respectively, which are caused by cross-coupling among the Tx and Rx 

antennas. Table I shows the leakage signal names and their detailed paths. Each 
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leakage pair signal with the same magnitude and phase variations depending on 

time and frequency can cancel each other out at the Rx due to the dividing 

characteristic of out-of-phase BPS. Therefore, the mathematical model in 

chapter 3.1 can be used to analyze the SIC characteristics of the proposed 

structure according to the characteristics of these leakage signal pairs. 
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Fig. 5.3. Paths of leakage Tx signal pairs in proposed magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end. 
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TABLE II 

LEAKAGE PAIRS AND PATHS IN PROPOSED IBFD RF FRONT-END  

 

 Names Paths 

1st Pair 

Sleak_H_up(t, f) ①-② 

Sleak_H_down(t, f) ③-④ 

2nd Pair 

Sleak_T1R1(t, f) ①-Ant.Tx1-Ant.Rx1-② 

Sleak_T2R2(t, f) ③-Ant.Tx2-Ant.Rx2-④ 

3rd Pair 

Sleak_T1R2(t, f) ①-Ant.Tx1-Ant.Rx2-④ 

Sleak_T2R1(t, f) ③-Ant.Tx2-Ant.Rx1-② 

 

5.2 Evaluation of Out-of-phase Balancing Power Splitter  

In the chapter 3.1, the SIC characteristics were analyzed with various kinds 

of signal conditions such as case 1 and case 2. However, these assumptions are 

not the practical frequency responses in real measurement. Still, these analyses 

can provide a design strategy of the proposed IBFD RF front-end. Therefore, 

the comparison results of SIC simulation and measurement using the actual 

magnitude and phase responses of 0°/180° power splitters are presented in this 

section. 
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The proposed magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end adopts out-of-phase BPS for 

high SIC between the Tx and Rx. Fig. 5.4 shows the schematics of ring hybrid 

and microstrip wideband balun structures[61] are generally used for 0°/180° 

power splitting. However, ring hybrid and balun structures cannot have 

broadband high SIC characteristics due to the narrow band out-of-phase and 

different GD characteristics which are caused by the different physical lengths 

in two power splitting paths. Therefore, the out-of-phase BPS structure is 

proposed to realize the equal magnitude, same GD, and out-of-phase 

transmission characteristics between two power splitting paths over a wide 

frequency bandwidth. 

In order to verify the 0°/180° equal power division, the signal cancellation 

characteristics were simulated and measured by combining two output signals 

of 0°/180° power splitters with the Wilkinson power combiner, as shown in Fig. 

5.5. In the Matlab simulation, (8) as well as the measured magnitudes and 

phases of the two paths were used for the aleak(f), acancel(f), θleak (f), and θcancel (f). 

These measured data were included in all the magnitude and phase information. 

Therefore, Aleak and Acancel are set to 1.  

Fig. 5.6 shows a comparison of the signal cancellation characteristics among 

the proposed out-of-phase BPS, ring hybrid, and microstrip wideband balun at 
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2.5 GHz. The proposed out-of-phase BPS shows the widest and highest SIC 

characteristics among all of the circuits. The ring hybrid shows high 

cancellation characteristics only in the narrowband because it has the 0°/180° 

phase splitting characteristic at the center frequency. Microstrip wideband 

balun shows a relatively wider cancellation bandwidth than ring hybrid, but its 

cancellation is inferior to the proposed out-of-phase BPS. Therefore, the 

proposed out-of-phase BPS suitable for implementation of the broadband SIC 

circuit. 
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(a)                                                   (b)            

Fig. 5.4. Schematics of (a) ring hybrid and (b) microstrip wideband balun 
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Fig. 5.5. Signal cancellation measurement set up of 0°/180° power splitter. 
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Fig. 5.6. Comparison of simulation and measurement results of 0°/180° power splitter  

structures. 
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5.3 Experimental Results of Balanced IBFD RF Front-end  

In order to verify the proposed magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end, the 

proposed structure was implemented at 2.5 GHz WiMax frequency band. The 

proposed structure was fabricated on an RT/Duriod 5880 substrate PCB 

obtained from Rogers, Inc. with a dielectric constant (εr) of 2.2 and thickness 

(h) of 31 mils. The used hybrid couplers and dipole antennas are S03A2500N1 

of Anaren and MAF94028 of Laird, respectively. 

Fig. 5.7 shows a photograph of the fabricated magnetic-free IBFD RF front-

end using out-of-phase BPS. The circuit size is 10×9 cm2
. Fig. 5.8 shows the 

insertion loss of two Tx paths and the return losses at the Tx / Rx ports. As a 

measurement result, the insertion losses of both Tx paths in the 200 MHz 

bandwidth are 3.337 ± 0.058 dB. Considering the transmitted power of both 

paths, the total insertion loss of the output is 0.34 dB at f0. It shows that the 

proposed IBFD RF front-end removes the 3 dB insertion loss of the previous 

circuits. Return losses at Tx and Rx ports are measured more than 18.7 dB in 

all 200 MHz bandwidth. Fig. 5.9 shows the noise figure measured on the Rx 

path. In the 200 MHz bandwidth, the noise figure is 0.587 ± 0.1 dB. 
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Fig. 5.7. Photograph of the fabricated magnetic-free in-band full-duplex circuit. 
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Fig. 5.8. Measured (a) insertion losses at two Tx paths and (b) return losses at Tx and Rx 

ports. 
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Fig. 5.9. Measurement results of noise figure at Rx. 
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Fig. 5.10 shows the antenna setup block diagram used for SIC measurements. 

The proposed IBFDC uses two antennas each in Tx and Rx paths, respectively. 

Accordingly, the SIC characteristics can be changed due to the position and 

distance of the antennas. Tx and Rx Antennas are arranged on the ±y-axis and 

the ±x-axis with distance d from the center, respectively. 

Fig. 5.11 shows the simulated radiation patterns of the dipole antennas using 

the HFSS. The maximum gains are 6.2 dB, 5.1 dB, and 4.1 dB when d is 15 

mm, 30 mm, and 45 mm, respectively. Among the d variations, the maximum 

gain is obtained at d = 15 mm which is a quarter of wavelength distance (2d = 

λ/4 = 30 mm) between antennas at 2.5 GHz. 
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Fig. 5.10. Block diagram and photograph of antennas setup for SIC measurement. 
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(c) 

Fig. 5.11. Simulated radiation patterns with to d: (a) 3D, (b) x-y plane and (b) z-y plane        

at 2.5 GHz. 

 

Fig. 5.12 shows the measured Tx-to-Rx isolation characteristics of the 

proposed magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end according to d. When the antenna 

ports are terminated at 50 Ω (without antennas), the 60 dB isolation bandwidths 

is 190 MHz (2.37~2.56 GHz). In the case of without antennas, there is no 

cross-coupling among the antennas, so only the first leakage pair signals are 

canceled out at the Rx port. Therefore, the SIC characteristic without antennas 

is better than SIC with antennas. 
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The 60 dB isolation bandwidths with four commercial dipole antennas are 

measured 80 MHz (2.464 ~ 2.544 GHz) and 113 MHz (2.446 ~ 2.559 GHz) 

when d is 30 mm and 45 mm, respectively. When d is 15 mm, the amount of 

the coupling between the Tx and Rx antennas is large and 60 dB SIC 

characteristics cannot be obtained. The 50 dB SIC bandwidth and maximum 

SIC with d = 15 mm are 70 MHz (2.46 ~ 2.53 GHz) and 59.5 dB, respectively. 
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Fig. 5.12. Measured isolation characteristics of proposed magnetic-free in-band full-duplex 

RF front-end according to d. 
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Table II shows a comparison of the electrical performances among the state-

of-art IBFDCs. The proposed IBFD RF front-ends has the widest SIC 

bandwidth and the best SIC characteristic among the works using antennas and 

RF front-end SIC circuits. 

 

TABLE III 

ELECTRICAL PERFORMANCES COMPARISON WITH STATE-OF-ART  

IN-BAND FULL-DUPLEX RF FRONT-ENDS 

Ref. 
f0 

[GHz] 

SIC BW 

[MHz] 

FBW 

[%] 

Magnetic 

device 
Structure 

[51] 2.4 50 @ 60 dB 2.08 Magnetic-free 

Antenna SIC 

RF front-end 

 

[52] 4.6 300 @ 50 dB 6.52 Magnetic-free 

Antenna SIC 

RF front-end 

 

[54] 0.914 26 @ 45 dB 2.84 Circulator 
RF front-end 

SIC circuit 

[55] 2.4 10 @ 45 dB 0.4 Magnetic-free 
RF front-end 

SIC circuit 

[57] 1.95 100 @ 52 dB 5.13 Circulator 

Balance 

RF front-end 

SIC circuit 

Ch. 4 2.14 70 @ 60 dB 3.2 Circulator 
RF front-end 

SIC circuit 

Ch. 5 2.5 

210 @ 50 dB, 

d = 45 mm 

113 @ 60 dB, 

d = 45 mm 

8.4 

 

4.52 

Magnetic-free 

Balanced 

RF front-end 

SIC circuit 
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5.4 Summary and Discussion 

In this chapter, a magnetic-free in-band full-duplex RF front-end is presented. 

In order to realize the broadband self-interference cancellation (SIC) 

characteristics, the broadband out-of-phase balancing power splitter (BPS) and 

balanced structure are proposed and verified. In the proposed structure, the SIC 

characteristics of the leakage signal pairs due to the balanced structure and 

cross-couplings among the antennas are described.  

The fabricated IBFD RF front-end characteristics are measured using 

commercial dipole antennas. The simulation and measurement results are 

consistent with each other. In the measurement results, the proposed magnetic-

free IBFD RF front-end has 60 dB isolation characteristics or more over the 

wide frequency band. Moreover, the proposed magnetic-free IBFD is possible 

to implement and integrate in RF and microwave frequency bands.  
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CHAPTER 6 

CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 

 

This chapter presents the conclusion of this dissertation and some future 

research directions of RF front-end for in-band full-duplex systems.  

 

6.1 Conclusion 

This dissertation presents the mathematical analysis of the signal condition 

to obtain 60 dB isolation and the implementation of a new in-band full-duplex 

(IBFD) RF front-end with broadband 60 dB isolation. the SIC technique was 

used to realize the broadband 60 dB Tx and Rx isolation. Therefore, analysis of 

the signal cancellation characteristics according to the various conditions 

between the leakage signal and cancellation signal was presented. Moreover, 

new IBFD RF front-end structures to obtain the broadband 60 dB isolation are 

proposed.  

Chapter 2 shows the basic operation of the IBFD system and requirements. 

The concept of the IBFD system briefly explained and compared the 
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conventional TDD and FDD systems. Also, the specific requirements for the 

IBDC system were presented. In a short word. the main purpose of the RF 

stage in the IBFD system is realized pass band SIC technique. Therefore, this 

dissertation focused on the IBFD front-end structures to realize the broadband 

SIC characteristic. 

Chapter 3 shows the mathematical analysis for the SIC technique. It presents 

the SIC characteristics and bandwidth according to the magnitude, phase and 

GD difference of the two signals with time and frequency variant signal. To 

obtain the 60 dB SIC, very precise adjustment of the offset signal is required. 

However, using a circulator or a Tx / Rx isolation circuit typical isolation of 20 

dB can be obtained. Therefore, 60 dB isolation can be achieved by subsequent 

isolation of 40 dB using the SIC technique. 

In Chapter 4, IBFD RF front-end using a circulator was proposed. Two 

circulators used for the broadband SIC technique for Tx and Rx 60 dB isolation. 

This structure achieved 60 dB isolation in the 79 MHz frequency bands using a 

high return loss single antenna. However, as the operating frequency increases, 

the isolation characteristics degrade and it is impossible to integrate with other 

circuits as the usage of the magnetic device. Therefore, in the next chapter, the 

in-band full-duplex RF front-end without a magnetic device was proposed.  
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Chapter 5 proposed a magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end using out-of-phase 

balancing power splitter. To eliminate the disadvantages of the magnetic 

devices, a novel magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end presented. To realize the 

broadband SIC characteristics, the broadband out-of-phase balancing power 

splitter (BPS) and the balanced structure was proposed and verified. The 

fabricated magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end characteristics are measured using 

commercial dipole antennas. The proposed magnetic-free IBFD RF front-end 

achieved 113 MHz 60 dB isolation bandwidth with antennas. Moreover, the 

proposed magnetic-free IBFD is possible to implement and integrate at 

microwave frequency bands and over. 

 

6.2 Future work  

This dissertation is focused on the structures for implementing wideband 

transmit/receive isolation characteristics in the RF front-end. Of course, a lot of 

research on the analog and digital stages are in progress, but various studies are 

also underway in the RF field. 

One topic is the study of combining the MIMO and IBFD systems. Many 

studies have already been conducted to improve data transmission efficiency by 

combining MIMO and IBFD. However, in a MIMO system having multiple 

transmit and receive paths, the coupling among each transmitter and receiver 
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occurs and thus a complex leakage signal and a path occurred. Therefore, these 

complex leakage signals should be removed to realize the IBFD with MIMO. It 

is difficult to obtain broadband characteristics even in a single transmit/receive 

state. Therefore, studies on various mathematical models and cancellation 

techniques are required to r realize the IBFD with MIMO. 
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요  약 

 

차세대 무선통신을 위한 동일대역 전이중통신 무선 전단부 

 

이 논문은 RF 무선 전단부에서 60 dB 송수신기의 격리특성을 

얻기 위한 자기간섭 상쇄 (self-interference cancellation) 기술의 

수학적 분석과 광대역 60 dB 격리특성을 얻기 위한 새로운 구조의 

동일대역 전이중 무선 통신 전단부 회로를 제안한다.  

동일대역 전이중 무선 통신은 기존의 TDD 및 FDD 시스템과 

비교해 무선통신 시스템의 데이터 전송 효율을 증가시킬 수 있는 

기술이다. 하지만 같은 주파수 대역과 시간에서 송신과 수신이 

이루어지기 때문에 이를 분리하기 위해 자기간섭 상쇄 기술이 

필요하다. 송수신기의 특성과 고조파 및 노이즈에 따른 자기간섭 

상쇄 기술의 기준이 다르므로 이를 분류하고 특성을 제시한다. 

수학적 분석에서는 신호의 조건에 따른 자기간섭 상쇄기술의 

특성을 제시한다. 자기간섭 상쇄 기술은 결국 두 개의 신호가 서로 

상쇄되는 것이다. 따라서 두 신호의 크기와 위상 및 군지연 차이에 

따른 상쇄 정도와 주파수 대역폭에 관한 분석을 제시한다. 이를 

바탕으로 광대역 송수신 격리특성을 얻기 위한 두 신호의 크기와 

위상 차이 및 군지연의 범위를 제시한다. 

수학적 분석을 바탕으로 서큘레이터를 이용한 광대역 동일대역 

전이중 무선통신 전단부를 제시한다. 자기 장치인 서큘레이터는 
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고주파에서는 특성이 열화되는 단점이 있지만 자기간섭 제거 기술을 

사용하여 쉽게 60dB 송수신 분리특성을 얻을 수 있다. 따라서, 60 

dB 격리 대역폭을 향상시키기 위해 2 개의 서큘레이터를 사용하는 

새로운 구조를 제안했다. 제안하는 구조와 높은 반사 특성을 갖는 

안테나를 이용한 시뮬레이션 및 측정 결과를 제시한다. 

또한 앞서 말한 자기 장치의 단점을 극복한 동일대역 전이중 

무선통신 전단부 역시 제안한다. 이 구조는 송수신부의 광대역 격리 

특성을 구현하기 위해 180°위상차를 갖는 평형 전력 분배기와 

물리적 균형구조를 사용했다. 4 개의 다이폴 안테나를 사용해 

안테나의 배열에 따른 방사 특성과, 안테나 사이의 거리에 따른 

동일대역 전이중 무선통신 전단부의 송수신 격리 특성을 제시한다. 

 

 

키워드 : 균형구조, 동일대역, 서큘레이터, 자기간섭제거, 전이중 
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